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Chapter 1 Introduction 

Chapter 1:  
Introduction 

 

Imagars LLC offers the SearchRec 1.0 software to customers seeking to rapidly identify and 
visualize design files of interest. These can be either 2D or 3D design files from AutoCAD, 
SolidWorks, Pro/Engineer or CATIA. 
 

The installation package is offered through Imagars’ website 
http://www.imagars.com/ 

for 30-day free evaluation, and for purchase. 
 
For further information on the benefits of the SearchRec 1.0 software, and the feature set, refer 
to the product data sheet: 

http://www.imagars.com/ProductDataSheet-SearchRec1.0.pdf 
 

 

Operating Systems Supported 
The SearchRec 1.0 SW supports Windows 8 (64-bit) and Windows 7 (32 or 64-bit). 
 

License Purchase 
Upon expiration of the 30-day evaluation period, the SearchRec 1.0 SW prompts the user for a 
license key. Licenses can be purchased through Imagars’ website 

http://www.imagars.com/. 
 

Contact for Additional Support 
In case you need additional support with the SearchRec 1.0 SW, you are welcome to contact 
us at 

support@imagars.com 
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Chapter 2:  
Installation and Overview 

The Installation Process 
With SearchRec being a Windows application, the installation process is fairly typical. The 
welcome dialog guides the user to the site from which the free e-Drawings Viewer can be 
downloaded: 

www.edrawingsviewer.com/ed/download.htm 
During installation of the e-Drawings Viewer, opt for ‘eDrawings Viewer only’ as well as ‘All of 
the above, plus support for SolidWorks shader data’. The total file size should be around 242 
MB. 
 

 
Figure 1: The welcome dialog. 

 

The Tutorial Samples 
The tutorial samples are contained in the folder 

[base]\SearchRec\Tutorial Samples\ 
Here [base] could stand for 

C:\Program Files (x86) 
The tutorial samples provide the user with the ability to quickly experiment with the SearchRec 
software, and get up speed, without having to create any CAD files from scratch. 
.
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Chapter 3:  
User Interface 

The Main Menu 
The search pattern is selected through the drop-down menu listed under ‘Pattern’, as shown in 
Figure 5. ‘Directory’ specifies the root directory, relative to which a recursive file search is 
executed based on the pattern specified. The supported search patterns are listed in Table 1. 
The icon with the ‘i’ (from Imagars’ logo) provides access to the ‘About’ menu. 

  

   
Figure 2: The user interface for SearchRec 1.0. 
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Pattern Meaning Pattern Meaning 

*.SLDASM SolidWorks Assembly File *.dws AutoCAD Drawing Standard 

*.SLDDRW SolidWorks Drawing *.dxf AutoCAD Drawing Exchange 
*.SLDPRT SolidWorks Part File *.bmp 

Raster Image Formats 

*.prt.1 Pro/Engineer Part File *.jpg 

*CATDrawing CATIA Drawing *.png 
*.CATPart CATIA Part File *.gif 

*.CATProduct CATIA Product File *.tiff 

*.eASM eDrawing Assembly File *.pdf Portable Document Format 
*.eDRW eDrawing *.docx Microsoft Word Document 

*.ePRT eDrawing Part File *.xlsx Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet 

*dwg AutoCAD Drawing *.pptx Microsoft PowerPoint Presentation 

Table 1: Search patterns supported by SearchRec 1.0. 

 

The About Menu 
The ‘About’ menu for the application responsible for the recursive file search and visualization 
of the content is presented in Figure 3. 

 
Figure 3: The ‘About’ menu for the application responsible for the search & visualization. 

 

 

Accessing the License Dialog 
The license dialog for the search application is accessed by clicking on the ‘License’ icon in 
Figure 3. 

 

Figure 4: The license dialog for SearchRec 1.0.
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Chapter 4:  
Search Functionality 

Intended Usage 
The intended usage is illustrated in Figure 5 and Figure 9. The user simply specifies the 
search pattern and the root directory, and presses the ‘Find’ button to initiate the search. The 
search facility is capable of visualizing the thumbnails for SolidWorks Parts (*.SLDPRT), 
SolidWorks Assembly (*.SLDASM), SolidWorks Drawing (*.SLDDRW) files, PTC Creo part 
files (.prt.1), CATIA v.5 part files (.CATPart), AutoCAD drawing files (.dwg), as well as for the 
raster image formats (BMP, JPG, PNG, GIF, TIFF). For the other file formats in Table 1, the 
SearchRec software presents a checkmark (‘√’). The thumbnails are intended to provide quick, 
initial assessment (i.e., filtering mechanism) of whether the corresponding search hit 
resembles the design file of interest at all or not. By quickly relating (visually) to the content of 
particular design files, and forming an initial assessment as to whether they provide remote 
resemblance to the design file of interest, the user can quickly populate a shortlist of serious 
candidates and - in the way - greatly expedite the overall search process. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Essential functionality of the intelligent search facility (top: SolidWorks, bottom: CATIA). 
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Upon the user double-clicking on a given design file, SearchRec is capable of automatically 
initiating the e-Drawings Viewer or CATIA v.5, assuming they have been properly installed. The 
e-Drawings Viewer can be installed for free from1 

www.edrawingsviewer.com/ed/download.htm. 
It can visualize design files from SolidWorks, Pro/Engineer, eDrawings and AutoCAD. CATIA v. 
5 should open up, upon the user double clicking on a hit corresponding to the *.CATDrawing, 
*.CATPart or *.CATProduct search patterns. By carefully viewing candidates from the short list 
from different perspectives in three dimensions, the user can fully establish whether or not the 
search hit corresponds to the design file that the user was looking for, for ultimate verification. 

 

 
 

 
Figure 10: More on the essential functionality of the intelligent search facility (top: Pro/Engineer, 
bottom: AutoCAD). 

The Additional Filters 
The additional filters were introduced to enable the user to further narrow down, and expedite, the 
search. SearchRec 1.0 allows the user to combine up to four filtering criteria. The user can specify 
a. The Part Identifier (or any substring from the names of the files desired). 
b. The Author of the files desired 
c. The maximum file size 
d. The date of the latest file changes allowed (date modified). 

                                                      
1 Upon installation, opt for ‘eDrawings Viewer only’ as well as ‘All of the above, plus support for SolidWorks shader 
data’. The total file size should be 242.7 MB. 
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e. The latest date of file creation (date created). 
f. The permission settings for the files desired. 
 


